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Mr. CALVERT. I yield an additional
30 seconds to the gentlewoman from
Minnesota.

Ms. McCOLLUM. The EPA was there
to work with the city when the fire de-
partment found out what a danger it
was. When the county wasn’t able to
handle such an extreme toxic cleanup,
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agen-
cy was able to call on EPA Region 5.
They knew the people. They had
worked together on other projects, and
they gave comfort and aid to home-
owners that this toxic waste site that
people didn’t even know existed from
as close as you and I are to each other,
sir, was in their backyard.

The EPA does a lot of work. We are
asking them to do it on a shorter budg-
et. This would make it impossible for
them to do their work at all.

Madam Chair, I thank the chairman
of the subcommittee for his support of
the EPA, although sometimes we dis-
agree at what level.

Mr. CALVERT. It is interesting that
we are having a disagreement on how
much we should cut the EPA. It is not
the argument that we are cutting the
EPA. Obviously, that is a fact. We have
cut the EPA with this upcoming budg-
et by 37 percent over the last few years.

I know that the Administrator is
doing a lot to create efficiencies with
the EPA and to operate that absolutely
more effectively for our health and for
the benefit of the United States.

Madam Chair, with that, I believe
this amendment just simply goes too
far. I oppose this amendment and
would urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no,”’
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from South Carolina
will be postponed.

The Chair understands that amend-
ment Nos. 78 and 80 will not be offered.

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Chair, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
SMUCKER) having assumed the chair,
Mrs. MiMI WALTERS of California, Act-
ing Chair of the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union,
reported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
3354), making appropriations for the
Department of the Interior, environ-
ment, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2018, and
for other purposes, had come to no res-
olution thereon.
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RECOGNIZING THE SUCCESS OF
THE FOOD INSECURITY NUTRI-
TION INCENTIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the success of the Food Insecurity Nu-
trition Incentive Program, otherwise
known as FINI, in providing low-in-
come Americans the opportunity to
put healthier food on the table for
their families.

As a joint program between the Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agri-
culture and the USDA’s Food and Nu-
trition Service, FINI provides funding
to improve the nutrition in SNAP
households.

Last month, Secretary Perdue an-
nounced nearly $17 million in grants to
help SNAP Dparticipants purchase
healthier food options for their fami-
lies. This funding would not have been
possible without FINI, which was au-
thorized by the 2014 farm bill.

As chairman of the Nutrition Sub-
committee, creating opportunity for
low-income families to afford nutri-
tious food options is incredibly impor-
tant to me, and we want to ensure the
program is viable for generations. Last
year alone, SNAP helped at least 44
million families put nutritious food on
their tables. That allowed 19 million
children to lead healthier lifestyles.

The FINI program is successful, and
we see the success through the good it
does for the health of American fami-
lies.

———

NEIL NORMAN RECEIVES NA-
TIONAL SOCIETY OF PROFES-
SIONAL ENGINEERS AWARD

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a constituent, Neil
Norman of Richland, Washington, for
receiving the National Society of Pro-
fessional Engineers Award in honor of
his extraordinary contributions to the
engineering profession.

Mr. Norman is one of only 65 engi-
neers to receive this award since 1949,
and his substantial career dem-
onstrates that he has earned this
achievement. He has worked on several
state-of-the-art projects since he began
his work in 1952, including the plant
design and construction for the Yucca
Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository.
In central Washington, he designed the
Fast Flux Test Facility, which is the
Hanford nuclear site’s former research
reactor.

Neil has received several local, State,
and national awards over the years. In
retirement, he continues to serve his
community. He gives lectures to engi-
neering students in colleges across the
State of Washington to promote profes-
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sionalism, ethics, public health, and
safety. His outstanding career is one to
be admired.

Please join me in congratulating Neil
Norman for his contributions to the en-
gineering profession and to our com-
munity.

AMERICANS HELPING AMERICANS
IN TIME OF DISASTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the time. I want to talk about
what has been occurring in southeast
Texas for the last several weeks.

I represent part of the Houston area,
north Houston and into other areas of
Harris County. Houston is one of many
cities in Harris County, Texas. Of
course I am going to talk about Hurri-
cane Harvey.

On August 26, Texans across the
State braced themselves for Hurricane
Harvey. It was a quick hurricane in
that it developed very quickly in the
Gulf of Mexico, and it hit southeast
Texas near Corpus Christi and Rock-
port, and it did considerable damage in
Rockport. I understand from Congress-
man FARENTHOLD, who represents the
area, that the entire small town was
just obliterated by Hurricane Harvey.
That is right on the coast of Texas.

Hurricane Harvey made its way up
the coast toward Houston, riding the
coast and the Gulf of Mexico. When it
got to Houston, Texas, it slowed down
to some extent, and for 5 days it
rained. It rained all day and all night,
and the floodwaters rose in the Hous-
ton, Harris County area.

All told, we got about 50 inches of
rain in those 5 days. Seventy percent of
Harris County had floodwaters at the
highest time that the flood occurred—
70 percent of the Houston, Harris Coun-
ty area.
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Mr. Speaker, I grew up in Houston, I
remember the hurricanes that came
through Houston when I was a Kkid.
Hurricane Carla in 1961—or 1962—we
thought that was the biggest thing
that ever happened to Houston. But
there were others since then.

More recently, we had Tropical
Storms Allison and Alicia; and then
the Hurricanes Katrina, Rita,
Humberto, Gustav, Ike. And then we
had three holiday floodings in the
Houston area on Memorial Day, Labor
Day, and tax day—IRS day; and now
Hurricane Harvey more recently.

Hurricane Harvey, all of the experts
say this is the worst natural disaster
that has ever hit the Houston area;
some say in North America. But the
bayous in Texas, the way the drain-
age—if I can use that phrase—in the
Houston area works: Houston is about
50 miles from the Gulf Coast. It is flat.
Some areas are just right at sea level.
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September 8, 2017, on page H7208, the following appeared: The question was taken; and the Acting Chair announced that the ayes appeared to have it.

The online version has been corrected to read: The question was taken; and the Acting Chair announced that the noes appeared to have it.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:46:46-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




